Soviet Enslaves Labor, Aims to Dupe Concessionaires
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‘Movement to Crush Trade Unions Comes as Latest Act to Return Russian Workers to, State

of Serfdom---Lenine Eager to Grant Huge Concessions With View of Luring Foreign
Capitalists Into Making Common Cause With Bolsheviks---Red Chiefs Fear
Their Own Armies---Unrest Grows With Massing of Troops on Lettish,
Lithuanian and Polish. Frontiers Despite Lenine’s Peace Talk

ADERS of THE NEW YORK HER-

ALD will recall the interesting series
of articles analyzing conditions in Russia
by Capt. Francis McCullagh, which THE
HERALD published a few months ago.
Capt. McCullagh is again on the Russian
border on behalf of the readers of this
newspaper. The article whick follows
throws important light on conditions in
Moscow and it gives an interesting pic-
ture of affairs on the border as well,

8pecial ‘on-monm to Tug New YOrk

Copyright, 1921, by Tar New York HEeraLo.
By CAPT. FRANCIS McCULLAGH.
RIGA, January 2.

I NFORMATION that has just reached rme

from trustworthy sources in Moscow
tells of a movement under way by tho
Soviet Governm=nt to crush the trade
unions in Russla and also throws a flood of
light on the Bolshevik policy in the mattes
granting foreign concesslons such as would
be embraced in the enterprise broached by
Washington D, Vanderlip. In the minds of
those well versed in the situation the aim
of Lenine and Trotzky in glving concessions
to forelgn capitalists would be ultimately to
make the concessionaires tools of the Soviet.
The All-Russia Central Council of Profes-
slonal Unions has announced the dissolution
In two weeks time of all the political depart-
mente known as the Politotdyeli, of these
unions. These political departments, which

ecarried out political propaganda and politi-
cal surveillance, were of particular impor-
tance, and thelr suppression is thought to be
due to a movement which recently arose
among the transport workera and from
which the Soviet Government judged that it
had something to fear,

The Provincial Soviets have decreed the
dissolution, first of all, of the political de-
partments of the railway workers' unions;
and the members of the transport workers'
unions have been given three days in which
to present their answer to the central bodles

In close connection with this and with the
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PRESIDENT, WORKMEN'S
COMMITTEE.

Soviet Congress now sitting in Moscow as
well as with the severe criticlsm of the Na-
tlonal Commissars In which the Bukharin
group has recently permlitted Itself to In-
dulge are the arrests of prominent Commu-
nist leaders which have recently been made
in Moscow and Petrograd. The leaders have
all been noted for their opposition to tho
present policy of the Boviet Government,

Tenth Communist Congress
To Meet in Moscow Next Month
The Tenth Congress of the Communist
party will meet at Moscow in the beginning
af February, Its programme will be ns fol-
Tows:
1. The question of the profesalonal organi-

-
gations or trade unions and their role In

economic life.

2, The Boviet Republic and its relations
to capitalist Governments, x
Organlzation of commerce, L
. Democratization of workmeh.

. The question of nationality.

. The question & satlonal teaching.
Speeches of the represgentatives of th:
Communist party at the Internationa]l of
Professional Unions,

Speaking of this programme the Pravda
says: “The .question of nationalities, L e,
of the polloy which should be followed in
different parts of the Federated Soviet Ie-
publie, fligures first on the programme of
the Congress.'

Bpeaking of the situatiom in Russia, Mr.
Besmans, the Latvian Minister (o the Soviet
Republic, who has just arrived in Iiga from
Moscow, says that Lenine's speech at the
All-Russia Congress of Soviets, now sitting
In the Russian capital, deserves especin] at-
tention. Bpeaking of internal polley, Lenine
emphasized the fact that “Russin meeds
more engineers and less polities,” and this
remark was wery loudly applauded,

“In Latvia and abroad,” said Mr, Bea-
mang, “the present trend of events in Rus-
sin Is not correctly apprecinted. The out-
slde obeerver divides the population of Rus-
sln Into two classes, the right and the left,
but It would be n mistake to think that the
right are all Monurchists and the left ex-
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treme Bociallsts. As a matter of fact, tho
left protest for the most part against the
persomal regime which prevalls and are
striving for a colleglate form of govern-
ment. But the victory of the left wing
would not threaten the exist#hce of the
present state of things in Soviet Russiay,
for that wing is not atiempting to cause a
fresh revolution but rather to baild up the
internal life of Russia.

“Lenine dwelt in his speech on the sub-

nection it Is shortly to issue a book wherein
detalls of all avallable concessions are given.

The whole pleture of stupendous un-
touched resources which this book presents
Is of course very striking, but all the data are
taken from reports drawn up in the time
of thg Czars, and the great question of
whether under the present Government in
Russia any of these concessions could be

ply does as it 18 told. There are labor armies
all over the country under military disciplina
and lving in what is practically a state of
servitude. Lenine, the apostie of liberty for
the worker, has brought back that serfdom
which one of the autocrats abolished. He
found Russia a Slav State and he has made
It a slave State. We had an instance of it
here in Latvia the other day when some

worked profitably by forelgners Is not treat- hundreds of Russian prisoners of war re-

ed of at all.

turned to Russia from Germany, where

“The Russian Army of To-day” is the title of a set of sketches made by Capt. Sibinsky, .
a Russian flying officer, who served with the Reds but who flew to Riga and stayed there.
Several characteristic Bolshevist types are presented here.

THE RED SAILOR.

Ject of concesslons to forelgn capital'sts; but
up to the present the conditions attaching
to these concessions have not been sufl-
clently worked out, “and I do not expect
that they will be taken up and worked in
the near future."”

In appreciating the importance of his ro-
marks it must be borne In mind that Mr.
Besmans s shortly returning to Moscow,
and that it would be impossible for him,
therefore, to critlelse, oven In the most
friendly way, the pollcy of the Boviet Gov-
ernment. The Lithuanian Minlster to Mos-
cow was here a few weeks ago and was much
maore outapoken, and declared that the Boviet
was evidently preparing for war with someo-
body.

Mr. Besmans sald the SBoviet had recentiy
supplied the Latvian Legation at Moscow
with a speclal wireless apparatus by means
of which he could communlieate directly and
very rapldly with Riga.

On December 268 they had sent into Latvin
twenty wagons full of eattle for bresding
purposces which the Bolsheviks had previous-
Iy taken with them into Hussin and were
obliged to restore. The position with regard
to the restoration of ships was bad, but it
could not be sald that the Letts were treated
In this matter uny worse than anybody slse,
ns the position of the Esthonians was
equally unaatisfuctors

The Soviet Covernment is determined, it
is sald, to give large concessions to forelgn
capitalists in every branch of trade and én-
terprise. At first It paid partioulnr atten-
tion to Dutch and Swedlah capitalists, but
now it is going to direct its attention to the
capltalists "of other countrles, In this con-

To give a few details of the concessalons
which, according to the Bolsheviks, are now
available: There are seventy million dessia-
tina of forest between the Irtysh and the
Obi In western Siberia (one dessiatina—2.70
ncres).,

In northern Russia there are elghteen mill-
lon dessiatina of agricultural land and eigh-
ty-five million dessiatina of timber.

In Biberia Lenine is offering to foreizgn
capitalists the wery rich Kuznetsky basin,
which is estimated to contain 150,000 milliard
pood of coal, being half of the entire coal
supply of Russia. (One pood equals 36.11
pounds avolrdupols,)

Eighty versts south of the town of Kusz-
netsky (so continues Lenine's book), is the
Tolbesk fron ore. If this region were con-
nected with the Kuznetsk station by a rail-
way an lron factory could easily turn out
from forty to fifty milllon pood of cast iron
A year,

At a distance of one hundred versts from
the Trtysh is the Ekibas coal mine with
thirty-five milliard pood of conl. This prop-
eriy already belongs to an English company,
however, the Irtysh Trading Corporation of
Lendon, if T mistake not. A year ago all
the English employees of that company fAed
before the Red army, and one of them who
was captured was not allowed to return to
Ekibas. And even if he had returned
could have done his employers no good ser-
vice, for all labor in the Ekibas mines had
bhecome demoralized.

In southeastern Russia there will be con-
cessions with an area of 3,077.120 dessintina
of land open to forelgn concessionalres who
wigh to engage in agriculture and the rajsing
of enttle. They must work with the most up
to date machinery, and the question of trans-
porting their agricultural produee abroad
will be arranged by mutual agreement

Russian Newspaper Comments
On the Vanderlip Concession

Speaking of the Vanderllp concesston in
Kamchatka, the Pravda saya:

“The question of concessions ought to be
considered from the standpoint of the ener-
petle struggle between socinlism and capi-
taliem. The economie condition of the coun-
try Is catastrophie. To reostablish trade and
commerce In the republle with our own
strength and while the Aght was at its bit-
terest would have been difficult. 1t would
be difficult even now, and it s absolutely nee-
casary that we have a breathing space dur-
ing which we can make use for a time of
all-embracing capital. In this way we shall
strongthen ourselves for the confliet.

“At the present moment Kamchatka s
quite outside the sphere of our Influence
and hns for us no value whatsosver, No

matter how strong may be our desire to do
0 wea are physically incapable of making
the slightest exertion for the exploitation of
Kamchatka's natural resources.”

I nsked an extremely well informed Let-
tish official what he thought of the present
intenaive propaganda of the Bolsheviks on
the subject of eoncensions, and If he belleved
that Lenine could possibly guarantes any
profits at all to forelgn capitallste, My Lot-
tish friend sald that nearly %0 per cent, of
the propaginda was Insincere and untroe,
but that, nevertheless, it wns possible for
Lenine to make the Russ'‘an muzhik not as
a glave to the forelgn concessionalre,

“AN prosent,” he sald, "Russian lubor sim-

he e

some of them had been six years in concen-
tration camps. On crossing the Russian
frontier from Latvia they all asked for per-
misslon to go home, at least for a few dayhk
but that request was in every case refused
They were all made to join & labor battalion
and were sent at ‘once to Archangel.

“It is not impossible, therefore, that we
may se¢ Russin parcelled out among a gang
of forelgn capltallsts, with the Russian peo-
ple reduced to a condition of absolute servi-
tude and the half milllon or so of Bolsheviks
forming a sort of feudal aristocracy all over
the country. Stranger things have hap-
IJ"“"“L"

Red Chiefs, Afraid of Own Armies,

Would Grasp Excuse to Disarm Them

The same authority went on to explain
to me that the Bolsheviks are really anxlous
for foreign capitalists to come in so that they
chan turn part of the Red army into a labor
narmy to work for those concessionalres. The
Hed chlefs are really afrald of thelr own
urmy, hence they are keeping 't at present on
the frontier, as far from Moscow as possible,
but in places where it will be better fed than
it will be in the capital. If, say, an English
cupitalist takes a great forest concession on
the northern const of Furopean Russin
Trotzky will only be ton delighted at this
opportunity of disdrming a battallon of his
Red army and sending them to work for a
foreigner who will feed and eclothe them
&nd in this way keep them qulet,

And Trotzky seems to have no fear that
such a ?ﬁ‘rnlgnr‘r will ever turn out to be a
reactionary. Hetween the cosmopolitan Bol-
shevik and. a certain type of coamopolitan
capltalist there |8 at present much in com-
mon; and in future these two may also have
in common a strong aversion to seelng the
Czar back or to allowing any kind of parlia-
mentary government to be established In
Russin.

My Lettish friend threw out these latter
suggestions for what they were worth, but
waa quite sure that the key to the Bolshevik
policy of the Iast year |¢ to be found in
Lenine’s desire to keep the Red army always
employed and fed. A vear ago it was thrown
at Slberia, then it wns hdrled at the Poles,
then It was sent to the Caucasus. The
chance ®ow offers of getting forelgn con-
cegsionalres to feed, clothe and employ this
Frankensteln, and at the same time to op-
pose, out of a healthy regard for thelr own
pockets, the overthrow of the Soviet Cov-
ernment. Onee they get forelgn capltal in-
toerested in Russin Lenine and Trotzky will
feol that they are safe

Bolsheviks Expect to Make
Common Cause With Plunderers

The Czars néver permitted anybody to
plunder Russia save themselves; the Bol-
sheviks, on the contrary, propose to throw
open the whole country to plunderers In the
expectation, which = not an unreasonable
one, that these plunderers will make common
cause with them. Thus the Communists,
who hated the eaplialists above all things
nnd regarded pricsts and kings as mere
tools of capital, are now about to shake
hands with this dendly enemy over the bound
and helpless body of Russian labor

The SBoviet Congress now sitting under the
Presidency of Lenine at Moscow ls making
n desperate offort to prove that Bolshevism
is profoundly, peanceful and principally inter-
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ested In giving away valuable concesslons to
forelgners,

On December 27 Comrade Milyutln held
forth for a long time to the forelgn corre-
spondents on the subject of concessions. He
snye he wants produce to he sent abroad, not
in the raw, but in the half finished state,
This will entall the erection of many mills
and factorles where work will be glven to
Russians, but he offers no gunrantee that
these factorles will not be seiged by the
workmen as soon ns forelgn capltalists have
sunk some scores of thousands of pounds in
them.

“The classic concession,’” said MiUyutin, “is
that of Kamchatka, which has been made
over to Vanderlip. In gpuch concessions as
that both sides stand to gain. Soviet Russia
gives the concession In the hope that, as a
result of it, closer commercial relations will
be established with Europe which, without
our raw material and our food products, can
never hope to surmount tne colossal eco-
nomie difficulties which lle in its path”

Apropos of this, 1 lenrn from a Russian
recently arrived here from Archangel, that
If any English firm Intends to buy wood or
hides In northern Russin they must bring
with them not only thelr own ships but also
their own labor for getting the goods aboard
ax the Russinn laboring population ashore
are Hterally too weak to lond a vessel. It Is
quite unthinkable, however, that the Arch-
angel Soviet would allow forelgners to act
as dockyard employees In the manner sefl-
ourly suggested to me,

This concern for Europe ran through all
the speeches made at this discussion; every
speaker turned n molst eye townrds England,
France and Italy walting for raw materhu
from Russia,

“We give definite guarantees to the capl-
talist of tha West " sld Milyutin, “and *hese
guarantees we shall stand by strictly and
accurately. But at the same time wo wou.d
nsk those who take
be perfectly loyal In thetr relatlons with us
ind to be falthful to thelr obligations.*

The Bolsheviks are displaying great diplo-
mitie skill in getting the capltalista to com-
pete with one another by telling the Fronch
that the English are getting hold of all the
big l‘ﬂ‘l’lq"l!slnns and by whispering to the
English that the Americans are collaring
everyvthing,

I had an opportunity of ascertaining the
Bolshevik point of view on the condition of
affalrea In Latvin. It s a curlous point o
view, but am It may serve to foretell what
i# going to happen I shall give iu

oconcessions from us to

LATVIA'S PRIME MINISTER

The Bolsheviks are morbldly afraid of fur-
ther interventlon accompanied by a stricter
blockade than ever. On this polnt they speai
like Insane people suffering from a mania
of persecution. They have massed troops on
the Rumanian frontier because they fear that
possibly Wrangél may come in that way,
and they are indescribably nervous abont
Vilna because they dread that Zeligovsky,
together® with sundry White soldiers who
have, they say, drifted thither, as well as
with forelgn troops sent to keep order dur-
Ing the plebiscite, may attack Russia. Thev
nssert that peace |8 absolutely necessury
for them, but that the Poles are deliberately
creating a feeling of unrest.

I asked if Gen, Radzinsh, who recently
published an alarmist article about the Reds
tn the Latvian frontier, was a Pole, and they
replied that, though he was a Lett, he was
under Polish influence. This Lettlsh General
had presupposed that some of the Red Letts
in the Bolshevik army on the Livonian
frontler took it into thelr heads to invade
Lettland and, curiously enough, some Red
Letts did cross the frontier the next day,
December 24, and plunder several villages.
The Bolsheviks state that thelr number waas
forty, but the report in Riga ls that it was
4,000, Nothing has been published on this
subject In Lettland and the whole affair is
being kept very qulet.

The Poles also complain that Red soldlers
crogsed the Pollsh frontier and plundered
Polish villages, but thls the Reds deny.
They say that possibly some robber bands,
bard pressed by the Soviet forges, may have
gone into Poland. However that may be, a
feeling of unrest certainly does exist even
here In Latvia, where there I8 no reason for
it. and, In order to dissipate it, the Latvian
Forelgen Minister has just given to the ofM-
cial telegraph agency a rather too optimistie
survey of the situation, In which he denies
that the Boviet troops are concentrated 'n
any considerable numbers on the Lettish,
Lithuanian or Polish frontiers,

Stirring Up Unrest in One Place
While Allaying It in Another

A curious feature of the genernl unrest is
that while the Red representatives are stir-
ring It up in one place they are allaying it
in another. In Kovno the Hussian news-
paper Eeho, which is the mouthpiece of Axel-
risde, the Bolshevik Ministor, Is con-
stantly filled with alarmist reports about Red
coneentratlons on every Western frontier,
from Rumania to Finland, and the Poles. on
the other hand, make light of all this. In
Latvia the Foles nnd the French are accused
of spreading alarmist rumors while the
Bolsheviks are posing as Injured Innocents
whose sole desire |= peace. The explanation
probably {s that all this part of the world
Is more or less In a #ate of ehaos, and that
the Bolshevik “diplomatists™ (n particular
have no fixed policy,

In his opening address hofore the All-Rus-
slan Soviet Congress in Moscow
spoke ns follows:

“Am we shall soon have s'gned peace with
the Poles we must now turn our attentyon
to reconstructive work Inside Russia All
the adjoining States now understand that
our love of peace I8 by no means an indica-
tlon of weakness. They must be now con-
vinced that no matter how strenuously we
work for peace wo are always ready also for
war.

“The strength of the
my opinion, to be Increased You all know
that, under the Influence of Wests rn capl
talista, the Polish landlords and eapitalists
declared war on us. AL the present moment
that war is terminating in a peace of whichk
the conditlons are more favorable to us than
are the conditlons we offersd to Poland
before the war. The preliminaries of peace
with Poland are already signed. and thus the
Entente's polley of military rvention
breqaks down again, The number of States
which have concluded with us has
Increnned and 1N may safely be prophesied
that In the very near future we shall bave
signed n flnal peace with Poland

"We have now concloded Dence
the countries on our west frontler. and In
accordance with the friendly principles of
our policy we have acknowledged the inde
pendence of thesa Btates., Our relations with
the Lettish Government were almost dis-
turbed again, but the misunderstanding is
now removed and It In my hope that we shall
he able In the near future to
coonomlie relations ‘with Letland.*

Nothing wns said In the oMclal despatches
of the vigorous struggle that has been going
on for some time between Trotzky and Mil-
yutin on one side and Larin and Rykov on
the other, a struggle which has now ended
in the vietory of Trotaky, who, as 1 have
already announced, will probably leave the
War Offlce and become a sort of economie
dictator,
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